TELL ME HOW LONG THE TRAIN'S BEEN
GONE

At the height of his theatrical career, the actor Leo Proudhammer is nearly felled by a
heart attack. As he hovers between life and death, Baldwin shows the choices that have
made...
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Peek Inside the Book

Everyone wishes to be loved, but in the event, nearly no one can bear it. Everyone desires love but also
finds itimpossible to believe that he deserves it. James Baldwin, Tell Me How Long the Train's Been Gone

Reader's Opinions

The back of this book makes it out to be the life story of a black actor who rises to greatness, but is "torn
between two different kinds of love"....

I read the Penguin Twentieth Century Classics edition of this book and | would be happy to classify it as a
"great American novel". It's beautifully and powerfully written, if a little slow at the start, and the
protagonist, Leo Proudhammer, is a thoughtful, sympathetic and engaging character, as are most of the
supporting cast. | think...
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