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So	we	must	work	at	our	profession	and	not	make	anybody	else's	idleness	an	excuse	for	our	own.	There	is
no	lack	of	readers	and	listeners;	it	is	for	us	to	produce	something	worth	being	written	and	heard.	Pliny	the
Younger,	The	Letters	of	the	Younger	Pliny
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While	 this	book	does	contain	a	 lot	of	 first	hand	 information	about	 life	 in	 Imperial	Rome	 -	especially	 the
legal	system	and	the	elaborate	network	of	favors,	obligations,	and	patronage	in	the	Senatorial	class	-	it's
not	especially	readable,	being	a	collection	of	 letters	written	by	Pliny	(and,	near	the	end,	by	the	Emperor
Trajan	to	Pliny)....
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