
HEROIDES
In	the	twenty-one	poems	of	the	Heroides,	Ovid	gave	voice	to	the	heroines	and	heroes	of
epic	and	myth.	These	deeply	moving	literary	epistles	reveal	the	happiness	and	torment
of	love,	as	the	writers	tell	of	their	pain	at	separation,	forgiveness	of	infidelity	or	anger	at
betrayal.	 The	 faithful	Penelope	wonders	 at	 the	 suspiciously	 long	absence	of	Ulysses,
while	Dido	bitterly	reproaches	Aeneas	for	too	eagerly	leaving	her	bed	to...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Chance	is	always	powerful.	Let	your	hook	be	always	cast;	in	the	pool	where	you	least	expect	it,	there	will
be	a	fish.	Ovid,	Heroides

The	result	justifies	the	deed	(Exitus	acta	probat)	Ovid,	Heroides

Reader's	Opinions
For	mythology	buffs,	these	poems	are	pure	joy.	The	Heroides	are	a	collection	of	21	poems	written	from	the
perspective	of	heroines	and	heroes	of	epic	and	myth	(the	original	"fan	fiction?").	Written	in	the	first	person,
each	poem	is	addressed	to	the	writers	lover.	The...

I	read	this	novel	for	a	class,	and	I	really	liked	this	translation.	While	it	probably	lacks	in	style	and	language
of	other	English	translations,	I	liked	how	straightforward	and	articulate	this	translation	was.	I	enjoyed	how
Ovid	chose	to	write	from	mythological	women's	POV,	especially	in	a	stance	that	yearns	or	desires	for	more.
I	like...
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