
HOW	CHILDREN	SUCCEED:	GRIT,
CURIOSITY,	AND	THE	HIDDEN	POWER	OF
CHARACTER
Why	 do	 some	 children	 succeed	 while	 others	 fail?The	 story	 we	 usually	 tell	 about
childhood	and	success	is	the	one	about	intelligence:	Success	comes	to	those	who	score
highest	on	 tests,	 from	preschool	admissions	 to	SATs.But	 in	 "How	Children	Succeed,"
Paul	Tough	argues	for	a	very	different	understanding	of	what	makes	a	successful	child.
Drawing	 on	 groundbreaking	 research	 in	 neuroscience,	 economics,	 and	 psychology,
Tough	shows	that	the	qualities	that	matter	most...
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is	driven	more	by	fear	of	not	being	a	success	than	by	a	concrete	desire	to	do	anything	 in	particular.	The
postcollege	choices	of	 Ivy	League	students,	he	explained,	are	motivated	by	 two	main	decision	 rules:	 (1)
close	 down	 as	 few	 options	 as	 possible;	 and	 (2)	 only	 do	 things	 that	 increase	 the	 possibility	 of	 future
overachievement.	Recruiters	for	investment	banks	and	consulting	firms	understand	this	psychology,...
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teachers,	parents,	young	adults,	politicians,	education	policy-makers

Be	honest	for	a	minute.	How	much	do	you	actually	remember	from	high	school?	What	skills	are	still	intact
that	help	you	on	a	daily	basis?	Chances	are,	the	biggest	lessons	you	took	away	are	how	to	organize	your
time,	manage	 stress,	 and	 overcome	 adversity.	 In	 How	Children	 Succeed,	 Paul	 Tough	 argues	 that	 these
"non-cognitive"	skills	are...
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