OBLOMOV

Set at the beginning of the nineteenth century, when idleness was still looked upon by
Russia’s serf-owning rural gentry as a plausible and worthy goal, Ivan Goncharov’s
Oblomov follows the travails of an unlikely hero, a young aristocrat incapable of
making a decision. Indolent, inattentive, incurious, given to daydreaming and
procrastination, Oblomov clearly predates the ideal of the industrious modern man,
yet heis...
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Peek Inside the Book

Although people call love a capricious and unaccountable emotion that arises like an illness, nonetheless
it has its own laws and reasons, like everything else. If these laws have been little studied so far, that is
because a person struck...

When you don't know what you're living for, you don't care how you live from one day to the next. You're
happy the day has passed and the night has come, and in your sleep you bury the tedious question...

Reader's Opinions

If life, as Balzac asserts, is a human comedy, then Oblomov has a memorable role in it. His existential
question is not whether to be or not to be, as Hamlet advises, but rather to act or not to act: "to stay or
move on."...

A slow, sad poem weaving through to an end that is left revealed to the reader from the beginning. To read
this book is like watching the waves on a lonely beach, you know what will happen next, but it is beautiful
to just sit and watch...But, maybe it is best to let the book describe its own message? - Yes; such is the
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