
SHAKESPEARE'S	POLITICS
Taking	 the	classical	 view	 that	 the	political	 shapes	man's	 consciousness,	Allan	Bloom
considers	 Shakespeare	 as	 a	 profoundly	 political	 Renaissance	 dramatist.	 He	 aims	 to
recover	Shakespeare's	ideas	and	beliefs	and	to	make	his	work	once	again	a	recognized
source	for	the	serious	study	of	moral	and	political	problems.In	essays	looking	at	Julius
Caesar,	Othello,	and	The	Merchant	of	Venice,	Bloom	shows	how...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
The	most	 striking	 fact	 about	 contemporary	 university	 students	 is	 that	 there	 is	 no	 longer	 any	 canon	 of
books	which	 forms	 their	 taste	and	 imagination...This	state	of	affairs	 itself	 reflects	 the	deeper	 fact	of	 the
decay	of	 the	common	understanding	of	 -	and	agreement	on	-	 first	principles	that	 is	characteristic	of	our
times.	Allan	Bloom,	Shakespeare's	Politics

Reader's	Opinions
Allan	Bloom	gives	me	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	moral	and	political	nature	of	Shakespeare's	plays.	For
years	 I	 watched	 or	 read	 the	 plays	 for	 the	 entertainment	 value.	 After	 reading	 "Shakespeare's	 Politics"	 I
watch	 or	 read	 them	 to	 understand	 the	 moral	 and	 political	 philosophy	 of	 Shakespeare.	 We	 all	 knew
Shakespeare	was	a	great	writer...

The	most	incisive	series	of	essays	I've	ever	read	on	Shakespeare.	I	will	never	read	King	Lear	the	same	way
after	 reading	 Jaffa's	 explanation	 of	 Scene	 I,	 Lear's	 plan,	 and	 the	 love	 test.	 These	 authors	 understand
human	nature,	and	have	admirably	refined	and	enlarged	my	understanding	of	Shakespeare's	politics.
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