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New	York	Times	bestselling	author	Steven	Pinker	possesses	 that	 rare	combination	of
scientific	aptitude	and	verbal	eloquence	that	enables	him	to	provide	lucid	explanations
of	deep	and	powerful	ideas.	His	previous	books,	including	the	Pulitzer	Prize	finalist	The
Blank	Slate,	have	catapulted	him	into	the	limelight	as...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
But	our	intuitive	conception	of	time	differs	from	the	ceaseless	cosmic	stream	envisioned	by	Newton	and
Kant.	To	begin	with,	our	experience	of	the	present	is	not	an	infinitesimal	instant.	Instead	it	embraces	some
minimum	duration,	a	moving	window	on	life	in	which	we	apprehend	not	just	the	instantaneous	"now"	but
a	bit	of	the	recent	past	and	a	bit	of	the	impending	future.	Steven	Pinker,	The	Stuff	of	Thought:	Language	as
a	Window	into	Human	Nature

Reader's	Opinions
Stunned.	 I've	never	 read	a	book	so	packed	with	new	 revelations	and	well-researched,	 referenced	 ideas.
The	text	moves	at	breakneck	speed,	elucidating	every	corner	of	my	pitifully	thin	familiarity	with	linguistics
and	 logic.	 There	 are	 myriad	 illustrations,	 statistics	 and	 studies	 that	 support	 and	 ease	 readability.	 From
describing	the	way...

The	Stuff	of	Thought	succeeds	where	his	last	book,	The	Blank	Slate,	failed.	Here,	Pinker	largely	abandons
the	heredity	vs.	environment	debate	 for	a	discussion	of	 the	mind	 itself,	and	what	role	 language	plays	 in
human	 thinking.	 Drawing	 from	 Immanuel	 Kant,	 who	 first	 proposed	 the	 concept	 of	 a	 priori	 cognitive
frameworks	of	time	and	space...
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